QEPICE OF THE BOLRD OF BLECTIONS OF JEFFY

Wetertown, N. Y.
Kovember 30, 1944.
To 3
The Honorable Thozas J. Currsn
Zseretary of State
&lbsny, H. Y.

The Honorable Boerd of Supervisors
of the Gounty of Jefferson.

Pursuesnt to the provisions of Section 34 of the New York
State Zlectlon Lew, the Jeffersen County Board of EHlections herewith
submits its report for the ysar 1844, and ss a part of seme, as réguirad
by law, will be Tound statements showing the nusbsr of voters enrolled
with sach party, the totsl registration of volars and the votes e&st in
the Spring snd Pall Primarles and the General Zleetion. |

The Beard of Elections is chsrged with the duty of executing
mors then 380 sections of the Election Law, zs well zs, certsin sections
of the Executive and Penal Laws, in order thet sll guslified votsrs of
the ecounty may exereise their right of frﬁnahiag and that every oggortunity
be given to votsrs to execute that right snd to vots for wshom they choose.

The Jeffsrson County Board of Elections has every reason to
be sinwerely ppoud of its sndeavors and believes 1t has funectioned with
graaﬁaét dispateh znd aceuraey, &8 well as, grestest economy.

The ﬁ@&t 1944, will go down in history as the busiest year
the Board of Elections sver sncountsred. The rsason for such stastement
wae esused by the early Spring Prismary snd the office serving es s Board
of Zentral Registration for four months, the soldier registration and

vote in the Preslidentisl Elections



IHROLLMSNT of 1944

The 1943 Hegistreiion in the Clity of ¥alertown of 7177, end
the 194% vote in the 22 tewns of the esunty of 15112, constituted ths
totsl enroilmesnt of EB2288.

The following was the party enrollment of 19441

gity 4888 Rep 2074 Dem 44 im. Leb 171 Blanks znd Yol
. Towuns 16776 2995 34 308 :
County 15664 . 8087 78 480
OFFICISl, SPRING PRIMLBISS Hareh 28th, 1944,

Because of the Spring Primeriss which occur only in Presidentle
Years, it was necssssry to complete printing the snrollument by Jsnuery
18, 1844, whieh was the Tirst day to cireulsts designsting petitions.
This enormous task wes completed in the limitsd time end we have yet
to heszr of zn error of eprollment, either in the two registers or in
the printed copies,

The fellowing Party Positlons were slected:

Republican and Demsoerst
Tgo District Lelegeates to the Nationasl Convention
Two ilternate District &elag&t@s to the HNationsl “onvention
One Member of Stete Committee, HMale
One Hember of Bdats ﬁ@ﬁﬁittse,.ﬁamﬁlﬁ

Demoerat
Two Members of County Committee, esch of 94 eleetio diztricts.

smerican Labor Party
Five Hembers of itate Commitise
Two Hembers of Uounty Committes.

There was very little sctivity in this Primery, ne?ertheie&s,
the same procedure had to be followed as would had there been several
animated contests.

Y¥inety-six differsnt ballots were printsd fer the Ipring
Primsries of which 21720 were OPfiecial and 2045 were Samples, making

& total of 23765 ballots.



The feliowing was the Spring Primary vote:
771  HRepubliesn 459 Damocrat 22 imerliean &absr
FQ&IQW&K& the Primsriss 19¢ Dstsorminstions on postal eards

were mialisd to elscted csndidates

QFFICIal FiLL PRIMARIES August lst, 1944.

For the Frimeries 264 chenges were made in the registers,
esused by voters moving, bscoming of sge =nd naturelization.

The following offices were nominsted:

Bepressntative in Congress

ctate Senator

Hember of sssembly

County Judge

Bheriff

Gounty Glerk

Town Offlces in Brownville, Rodusr snd ?hﬂraaa.

There was bul one gontest in the ?r;mariem, whieh was Tor the
Republican nominztlen for Hember of issembly.

Pursguasnt to law, the same number of ball eta were printed,
composed of six different kinds.

The following was the Fall Primery vobe!
4230 Hepublican 418 Democrat B imsriean Labor

Twelve postal Determinstions on postel sards were meiled

to nominated csndidates.

RECISTHATION
During the year Tive kinds of registretion were in progress.
They were Central, Nompersonal, Personal, Vetsrans Bureau Hospitals and
Rgturned Veterens, and Registration by members of the armed forces.
CERTRAL RBGLSTRATION, ~  June, July, dugust end Septembsr.
Pursuant to irticle 12 of the Blsction Law, whieh perisins o
voting by membars of armed Toress dguring time of wsr, the Board of

Elections served sp & Bosrd of Sentral Registration for four months.



-fe

There were 118 Centrsl Eegiatrmtians. These reglstrstions had
to be entsred in the three coples of the 1544 Registrstion Books.
Enrollments in the office numbered 111 and 141 applications Tor regulsar
gbsentee ballots were tsaken in this offlce.

#ar Bsllot Registretions

Thés office received 3589 applications for registrations and
war ballets. Of this nﬁm@ar 769 were duplicates and triplicates,
~ leaving 282C applicsfions which were accepted, regisiered in the new
War Registers and wer ballots mailsd to that aounbsr.

4lleeating war vote mppliicaticns in the preper election distrie
nas the greatest sssignment sver sncountered by the Board of Elecstions.
The sddrssses on She spplicstions were insuffiai&aﬁ, incorrset and
indistinet, |

Our office labored with the gresestest éispateh in an sffort to
rs@iéter the spplicstions and maeil the ballots on September Tth, 1844,

Five different balliots were printed and msiled.

In order to ald the soldier, the ¥War Bellot Commission and this
offies in resllocating the returned vataé ballots, we entsred the eounty
the elestiaﬁ.éiﬁtrict town end ward on esch osth envelope,

Of the 2820 ballots malled 2078 were voted, returned snd
eznvassed in the proper slection district, Hearly every day an
unveted wer bsllot is returnsd to this office with the notetions,

fdecensed or missing in sction.®

GENERAL FLEGTION Hovember Tth, 1944,
JW?hE‘fellawing offices were elected:

=
47 Presidential Electdrs in six partiss
isssoeiate Judge of the Sourt of Lppesls
United Stzbtes Benator . g
Representetive in Congress, new 34th Congrsssionsl Dlstrict
Btste Senstor
Msmber of issembly
County Judge
Sheriff
County Clerk
Town officers in Brownvillse, Uspe Vincent, Hodmsn and Theresa



fhree ps;itieal partiss and thres fﬁﬁ%ﬁxﬁéaaﬁ bodies
had nominstions an the ballot

?heve were five differsnt ballots on =hﬁ.vatiﬁg mechines,
on the war ballots snd on the F&gﬁlﬁ?‘ﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬂe vallobs.
| The following was thé vote in the Gensral Eleetion:
bivillnas voted on the voting maghines

yoted regulsr sbsentes ballots
$oidiers voted Wer sbsentee ballots

BT063 Totel voite in Jefferson County
Gﬂﬁfﬁﬁi&ﬁ%. Teenty-Tive sustodizns of voting msohines

were eppeinted by this @ffiee, sworn in and inéivi&aaliy instructed,
?h@ﬁ@&é?fiﬁi&l$ deserve much aemmﬁnéatien, having performed thelr éuties
perfectly with complste co-operstion and sincerity.
| Falxaring the &lecticn, such party, independent body end three
eandiamﬂae mode personal rescussts for the tebulstion of tme &anvwaa.
Beeaaga;ﬁﬁ@;&ffiﬁial ganvass is ne longsr pablished and ina@ryaraueﬂ in
the Sura?vi@arﬁ* Es Yﬂﬁl%, it was necessary Tor thls office %@ mzke nine
aagleafp& the aawvas&. This w@rk alone caused unprecedentsd labor.
| Farﬁu?ax to tection %?3-& of the Hlection Law, the commissions
of eleatioﬁs made a complete recenvass of the 94 voting mechines of the
county and found hut few slight serrors in tebulation, but no eh&agaé in
the fipal resulil.
| Bafere %&Gﬁ re-ganvass was m@&e,.anﬁ ag provided by law, the
tate end County Cheirmen of sach duly recognized perty and indspendent
body, each candldate voted Tor and esch custodian wes notified of the tix
.anﬁ_éiacé ef sueh re-czpvaes, so that they might be prasent or send g
rspreaaﬁtativa,
| The Bosrd of Xleetions desires to sxprsss 1ts thenks te all ou
good frisnds Yer thelr whole hearted co-operztion. in & special menner
de we exprsss cur gretitude to the printers who devole themselvas éa
selflassly to the gra@aratiéﬁ of their work, sltheugh all printing h@é
been submittad to bids. It is with = sense of gratitude thaet we thank
the sheriff's office for supplying = dspuby and & ear Tor the re-canvess

of the voting mechines and to the @ity Police Depsrtment in supplying



lists of hotels snd rooming houses in the ¢ity of %atertoun.

The‘f&@iii%ias of our office ars cpensdé to ell, znd we
gnevurage the residents of our county %o enjloy its unblased
inferzetion snd sssisztance. Ve might ndd that thls office has
bagome s bupesu of informetien and there are few deys in the yesr

when lstiers and telephons ealls ars not recelved ssking for

n
P

assivtance, snd on every oceasion, when it has been possible, we

have gladly snswered these communieations,

,Ia clesing, we add, that we believed that ocur office
has functloned as perfectly as it is humenely possible and every

duty =5 deflined by the election law has beeén followed.

'Raﬁgeetfully submitted,

Bils B, Ovarten
Clarence H. Burteh,
Sosmissionzrs of Hizastions

Per Kote E. Srant, lerk.



